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UCAS

Applicants are still researching
their options

UCAS



"~ UCAS

Only 40%

have decided on their final
choices, up from 27% in the
last wave of research

UCAS
Media
Q: What stage are you at with choosing the universities and/or courses you want to

Security marking: PUBLIC
apply to?
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UCAS

Applicants are considering a range
of sources, but university websites
and virtual open days remains
crucial

UCAS



UCAS

Resources and
a Ct iv i t i e s Online reviews of universities by other students

o I

.- . . University prospectuses 48% 15% HB% 5%
Q: When deciding which unis -ﬁ.
and Colleges, and which Discussions with existing students e.g. via online forums 41%

courses, to apply to, how
important have the following
resources and activities been? Emails from universities

Virtual university open days

Day trips to towns or cities you are interested in studying in

Aside from your
website and
prospectus, students’

League tables
Information sent in the post from universities (excluding prospectu

UCAS virtual exhibition or other UCAS event

reviews are very
H Social media contact from universities 29% 13% | 7% 9%
important :
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
1 Extremely important Important B Neither important nor unimportant
UC/\S m Not very important M Not at all important B Not applicable
Media
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UCAS

Resources and
activities
Q: When deciding which unis

and colleges, which of these
has been the most important?

Over 1/5 of applicants

now say it’s virtual open

days that are the most o
important S

m University prospectuses

1 Day trips to towns or cities you are interestad in studying in
m League tables

m Online reviews of universities by other students

W Discussions with existing students e.g. via online farums

m Emails from universities

m UCAS virtual exhibition or other UCAS event
UCAS M Information sent by post from unis (excl. prospectuses)

Media
m Social media contact from universities
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UCAS

“l think that most people choose
their uni for the ‘vibe’ and the
course.”

Media



— / UCAS

What do they want
from virtual open days?

Hearing from alumni and future
applicants (feeling that ‘fit’)

More subject-specific information

More location information (campus and
also more info about the general

location)

Information on sports, clubs and student

support
UCAS ]
Mede Q: Which of the following would you expect to be included in a virtual open
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What was most / UCAS

memorable at virtual
open days?

Really detailed subject information and
sample lectures

Those where it was easy to navigate the
content or were innovative (eg welcoming
video)

Hearing from your students (past and
present)

Detailed info on accommodation (look, cost,
location, options)

Advice on how to apply and what that uni is
looking for

UCAS ]

Media Q: Thinking about the virtual open days you’ve attended, was there anything any

of the unis included in their events you found particularly attractive, useful, or

18 November 2020 | 10
memorable? (Free text responses)



UCAS

Parents, location, and courses are
most influential to applicants
making their decisions

UCAS



43% of responses mentioned either the
course or location

UCAS

= Course
® Location
m Myself
Family
= Wehsite, info and research
m League tables
m Reviews
® Grades and offers

m Career related

Q: Which of the following has the most = Open days

influence in you deciding which = Facilities

universities and colleges to apply to? = School

(Free text response) = Friends UCAS
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UCAS

Covid itself is not directly
influencing decisions

UCAS



- UCAS

Only

5 people

said Covid was the main
influence on their choice of
university

uons

) ) Q: Which of the following has the most influence in you deciding which universities and
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| UCAS

Teaching quality

: Q: Have the recent reports of students in coronavirus-related lockdowns within
I S m 0 re their student halls had any impact on your choice of unis to apply to?

i m po rta nt t h a n Teaching quality's maore important than the risk of

lockdown

am thinking about choosing a local uni to be closer

local i

I'm only considering applying to local unis to live at

home
I OC kd OW n S’ b u t My parents are concerned about me moving to a

uni further away

m a ny d O wa nt My parents are worried about some unis due to

local lockdowns

I'm reconsidering some unis because they had

to remain local

I'm avoiding unis in areas which have seen local
lockdowns

UCAS

Media
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| UCAS
There are clear

Q: Have the recent reports of students in coronavirus-related lockdowns
regio n a I d iffe re n ces within their student halls had any impact on your choice of unis to apply to?

B I'm only considering applying to local unis to live at home

rega rd i ng t h e B | am thinking about choosing a local uni to be closer to home

West Midlands 31% 29%
i m po rta nce Of Northern Ireland 27% 31%
London 31% 27%
Iocation a nd North West 30% 27%
p roxi m ity fro m Yorkshire and The Humber
h o m e East Midlands 20% 26%

Wales 22% 23%
South West 20% 24%

South East 17% 23%

East of England 16% 20% UCAS

Media

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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70%

said they were fairly or very confident

they would make the right choice
even if they can’t physically visit

the campus or location.



UCAS

Has a potential vaccine impacted
applicants decision making?

No.

CS



UCAS

72%

said they were happy
with their choices

UCAS

Security marking: PUBLIC Q: Does the prospect of the new COVID vaccine make you question your choices?
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